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    STAKEHOLDER UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 2019 

WELCOME DR. WILLIAM (BILL) SISCHEK, NEW SWAHN CO-LEAD  
Dr. Bill Sischek assumes the role of Integrated Vice President, Medical & 
Academic Affairs, St. Joseph’s Health Care London and London Health Sciences 
Centre (LHSC) on September 30, 2019. In this role, Dr. Sischek will serve as a 
co-lead for SWAHN, taking over from Dr. Robin Walker who retired in June 2019.  
 
Dr. Sischek is an Associate Professor of Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine 
at Western University. He has been actively involved in the clinical academic life 
of the hospitals and the university for over 30 years. Having joined the 
Department of Anesthesia in 1988 as a cardiac anesthesiologist, he has practiced 
actively since then but has also contributed to many other roles over the years. 
Academically, Dr. Sischek has served the department’s post-graduate program as 
a site coordinator and joined the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 

Canada Oral Exam Board, eventually becoming Vice-Chair of that Board. In the university and hospital 
systems, he represented the nascent Clinical Teachers Association in white paper discussions with the 
Dean of Medicine and the clinical chairs group in 1992. In 1995, Dr. Sischek was appointed Site Chief of 
Anesthesia for the Victoria Campus of the newly formed London Health Sciences Centre. 
 
Dr. Sischek’s service also extends to the executive of the London Health Sciences Centre (LHSC) 
Professional Staff Organization as Secretary, Vice-President and President in the mid 1990’s and in 1999 
became the Vice-Chair of the LHSC Board of Directors Medical Advisory Committee (MAC). He assumed 
the role of Chair for the first two-year term of the LHSC MAC Chair in 2000 and has continued to work 
with the MAC and its subcommittees for many years since.  
 
Dr. Sischek returned to his home department as the Department of Anesthesia and Perioperative 
Medicine’s City-Wide Clinical Coordinator from 2011- 2017. Within that role, he oversaw the final 
reconfiguration of services which began under the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care’s Health 
Services Restructuring Commission.  
 
Being committed to physician leadership, Dr. Sischek was granted the Canadian Society of Physician 

Leadership’s Canadian Certified Physician Executive (CCPE) designation in 2017 and continues to 

exercise his leadership skills in the health care system by mentoring new leaders. His latest efforts were 

directed to the Academic Medical Organization of Southwestern Ontario (AMOSO) where he was Vice-

Chair for two years and most recently chaired the Governing Committee, overseeing the alternate funding 

plan (AFP) for the clinical academic physicians of London, until his appointment to the IVP of Medical and 

Academic Affairs position. 

2019 SWAHN CONFERENCE – REGISTER NOW! 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. – Parkwood Institute, London. 
The conference theme is “Promoting and Sustaining Psychological Wellness in Health Care 
Clinicians, Learners, and Educators.”  To register, please visit our website here. Note: If 
you have a Western University speed code and you would like to pay for your registration 

through your speed code, please contact Catherine Joyes to access a registration form. The conference 
agenda can be found here. SWAHN’s annual conference encourages networking and knowledge sharing. 
We look forward to learning about the research and initiatives of others in the area of psychological 
wellness. Please join us! 
 
 

http://swahn.ca/Event/Detail/31249/SWAHN_Conference_2019_Promoting_and_Sustaining_Psychological_Wellness_in_Health_Care_Clinicians_Learners_and_Educators_-_London
mailto:catherine.joyes@schulich.uwo.ca
http://swahn.ca/Event/Detail/31249/SWAHN_Conference_2019_Promoting_and_Sustaining_Psychological_Wellness_in_Health_Care_Clinicians_Learners_and_Educators_-_London
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INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE) DAY 2020 – SAVE THE DATE! 
Monday, March 9, 2020 (approx. 12:30p.m.-4:00p.m.)  – The planning committee is 
currently designing the next annual event. At the London venue, close to 800 learners from 
medicine, dentistry, nursing, occupational therapy, pharmacy, physical therapy, optometry, 
social work, and nutrition are expected to participate – the largest cohort ever!  The Windsor 

venue will add another 200 students to the total number.  
 
Recruitment of volunteer facilitators will begin this fall. We hope you will consider participating in this 
capacity. A facilitator guide will be shared prior to the one-hour training session which takes place on IPE 
Day (typically 11:00a.m.-12:00p.m.)  Facilitators then join the students for an assembly to kick off the 
afternoon. Following the assembly, students are disbursed into small groups where they take part in 
interactive exercises that highlight the importance of collaborative decision-making in team-based 
environments by exploring the themes of role clarification, communication, and patient-centred care.  
Facilitators guide these discussions, offering advice and additional information from their personal 
experience, ensuring that the conversations advance.   
 
Details concerning location(s), confirmed timing, and parking arrangements will be released later this fall.  
If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Joyes. 
 
PALLIATIVE CARE 
SWAHN palliative care curriculum research – SWAHN’s Palliative Care Project Team continues its 
focus on entry-to-practice education for nursing and practical nursing students. Research Ethics Board 
approvals have now been secured from all five institutions. Project surveys have been disbursed to 
nursing and practical nursing alumni, and focus groups have been conducted with faculty at Fanshawe 
College, the University of Windsor, and Western University. Scheduling for focus groups at Lambton 
College and St. Clair College is currently in progress.  
 

CHOOSING WISELY 
The Opioid Stewardship Council launched its opioid reduction project in February 2019 across the South 
West LHIN region’s hospitals that use Cerner as their electronic medical records system. Analysis of the 
early results will begin this fall. This data will be used to inform the development of an integrated 
knowledge translation (iKT) plan which will be developed for the region (i.e., the South West and Erie St. 
Clair areas).  
 

NUTRITION 
The Nutrition Research Project Team is currently working on the development of a 
retrospective study, Perioperative Malnutrition and Frailty in Older Adults Undergoing 
Elective Surgery.  Dr. Janet Madill (Brescia University College, Western University) and Dr. 
Ava John-Baptiste (Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, Western University) have taken 
the lead on a proposal to the Canadian Foundation for Dietetic Research to seek additional 

funding to continue the study. The core research team also includes Dr. Suzanne Flier (Schulich School 
of Medicine & Dentistry, Western University) and Ms. Coraine Wray (Thamesview Family Health Team).  
 
Once the retrospective study has been completed, the Nutrition Research Project Team (which includes 
the aforementioned individuals as well as other participants) anticipates conducting a prospective 
interventional study to better integrate hospital and community health care in Southwestern Ontario to 
address frailty and malnutrition. The results of the proposed retrospective study will aid in developing the 
prospective study, with an eye to enhancing pre-operative dietetic services for patients. 
 
Hip fracture study: Evaluating the Impact of a Dedicated Geriatric Hip Unit at London Health Sciences 

Centre – Hip fractures are the most common fracture in elderly adults and are associated with 

devastating consequences. In collaboration with SWAHN’s nutrition research group, this study, led by Dr. 

Emil Schemitsch (Chair/Chief, Department of Surgery, Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, 

Western University; LHSC and St. Joseph’s) and Dr. David Sanders, Orthopedic Surgeon and Associate 

Scientist at Lawson Health Research Institute, follows a cohort of patients cared for in a dedicated hip 

fracture unit at Victoria Hospital. The goal is to provide optimized, integrated, and multidisciplinary care 

mailto:catherine.joyes@schulich.uwo.ca
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for elderly patients with hip fractures. Enrolment for this study is underway. Upon conclusion, 70 patients 

will have been enrolled who received standard of care at University Hospital and 70 who received care in 

the dedicated hip fracture unit at Victoria Hospital. Measures will include comparing average length of 

stay, rates of delirium, complications and patient reported outcomes. Funding for this initiative has been 

generously provided by the Academic Medical Organization of Southwestern Ontario. 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
In July 2019, Hotel Dieu Grace Health care and its community partners ALSO-

Assisted Living Southwestern Ontario, Canadian Mental Health Association-

Windsor, Family Services Windsor-Essex, and the City of Windsor announced 

that its collaborative program, the Mobile Outreach and Support Team (MOST), 

received funding to make it a permanent program. MOST responds to local 

homelessness, mental health, and addiction needs of individuals in Windsor, Ontario. A skilled team and 

a stocked van travel to at risk locations in the city to provide education, support, referrals, and supplies to 

vulnerable individuals. For more information, please see the program website.  

 
This summer, Bluewater Health (BWH) and Chatham-Kent 
Health Alliance (CKHA) announced a collaboratively-
created, Critical Care Education course.  Designed to 
provide a hands-on learning experience, the course is 

specialized to the requirements of today’s Intensive Care Unit (ICU) Registered Nurse 
and includes: lectures, hands-on simulation, case studies, and skills shadow days.  Previously, staff were 
sent to various out-of-town workshops and online courses to acquire the necessary skill-set for working 
within the ICU. These fundamental courses could potentially require nearly a year to complete. 
Recognizing the need for a more efficient process, BWH and CKHA were inspired to develop the in-
house program with the goal to encourage nursing staff to consider a career in the ICU. Read more about 
this program here.  
 

Earlier this month, Infrastructure Ontario, the Crown agency that is responsible 
for delivering capital projects across the province, released its Fall 2019 Market 
Update, which lists all major public infrastructure projects, including those at 
public hospitals. The list confirms that the state-of-the-art new acute care 

hospital for Windsor-Essex is one of 32 projects on Infrastructure Ontario’s capital projects list. Please 
see the news release for more details.  
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
www.swahn.ca – Is your organization involved with SWAHN?  If so, is the SWAHN logo and website 
address currently featured on your organization’s website? Help us build awareness of our work together!  
 
www.swahn.ca/event – Don’t forget to post your organization’s events on SWAHN’s events page. The 
Healthline.ca vets all submissions for inclusion on the SWAHN website as well as for posting to the 
regional Healthline sites as appropriate in the South West and Erie St. Clair Local Health Integration 
Network areas. Please contact Catherine Joyes for more information.  
 

 
Follow our *new* LinkedIn page for updates across the region.  

 
CONTACT US – Please feel free to contact us for more information, to share ideas, or to learn 

about how you may participate in SWAHN’s work! 

Dr. Gillian Kernaghan, Co-Chair, SWAHN Network Contributors’ Roundtable – gillian.kernaghan@sjhc.london.on.ca 

Dr. Ken Blanchette, Co-Chair, SWAHN Network Contributors’ Roundtable – kblanchette@stclaircollege.ca 

Dr. Davy Cheng, Co-Lead, SWAHN – davy.cheng@uwo.ca 

Dr. William (Bill) Sischek, Co-Lead, SWAHN – william.sischek@lhsc.on.ca 

Ms. Catherine Joyes, SWAHN Manager – catherine.joyes@schulich.uwo.ca 

Ms. Neda Rezvany, SWAHN Assistant – nrezvany@uwo.ca 
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